82                        SOME TASKS  FOR EDUCATION
When we reflect that the great mass of the population
of Britain ceases education at fourteen and h.is no
opportunity later of systematically acquiring seme
m^dioim of the knowledge necessary to a rudi-
mentary understanding of the world and of life, no
methodical training in the use of its brains, we shall
wonJer ill a: we tare as well as we do. An unin-
structed public is a temptation and an opportunity for
the liar, die charlatan, and the fraud.
What kind of education will help us? A common
answer is an education in science. Here is a discipline
of which the essence is careful observation of facts,
tact recording of them? rigid conscientiousness in
ference, elimination of prejudice and passion. Here
is our ideal in practice: what more do we want, what
better can we find ? Make science the basis of educa-
tion and apart from any practical benefits we may
gain from it, it will give us a public trained in the
habits we need, brought up to have the scientific
outlook. It sounds convincing. And yet, if borrowing
a leaf from the scientific book, we decline to be misled
by the glamour of the word science, and turn from
a priori theory to observe facts, we shall feel less
certain. Outside their own field are scientists always
scientific? Are they even more so than other people?
Arc they never wild or partial in their statements?
Do they never proceed to conclusions without evidence
to justify them? Do they always do justice to the
facts of the case ? Education in science is no guarantee